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Fay Davis Edwards Bio 

As a native of the barrier islands off the coast of North Carolina, Fay Davis 
Edwards centers her work primarily on environmental concerns and climate 
change. Specifically, she is interested in working with coastal residents worldwide 
to collect their narratives and share their stories of sea level rise. Fay earned her 
BFA from East Carolina University in Greenville, NC, and her MFA from Maine 
College of Art in Portland, Maine. Citing influence from artists such as Nari Ward, 
Mel Chin, and Sonya Clark, Fay works across disciplines employing painting, 
photography, installation, projection, and community engagement to chronicle 
these original narratives. She teaches workshops nationally, and exhibits her 
work regionally. Additionally, Fay teaches workshops at schools of fine craft, 
including Pocosin Arts in Columbia, North Carolina, and is a regular artistic 
contributor to MilePost Magazine. She makes her home on Roanoke Island, 
which she shares with a variety of critters including a lively flock of chickens and 
five very opinionated cats. 

 

Fay Davis Edwards Artist Statement 

My work reflects a concern with the environment and in particular the effects of 
climate change and sea level rise to coastal communities worldwide. Working 
with residents of the coast, I collect first person narratives that are interwoven 
with painting, photography, film, installation, and community engagement 
projects, providing a platform for discussion about the changes we are 
experiencing globally as we enter the next age of man – the anthorpocene.  

Through collected narratives and research, my work brings together stories of 
living on the edge of climate change. Innumerous scientific reports indicate that 
our seas are rising, and while politicos and institutions debate how soon and how 
fast, there are residents of the coast who are literally watching their home 
disappear beneath the waters. Mobility justice looms large in who is affected 
most in the wake of these climate changes. The intent of my work is to provide 
voice for these coastal residents and others who are living with climate change in 
real time. Through a thin veneer of beauty, I bring viewers into the reality of 
climate change, to witness the changes we are experiencing, and to hear the 
words of those who stand to lose everything. By working in a multidisciplinary 
fashion, I am able to engage audiences in the most direct way necessary to 
address these issues.   

My work responds to the narratives that are being generated about climate 
change, and challenges assumptions that sea level rise is not about anyone 



other than coastal dwellers. The rising seas will affect all of us, globally, unless 
real and significant changes are made to our carbon footprint. Creating dialogue 
within a community about real ways to address climate change, interwoven with 
mobility justice and privilege, are the driving force of my work.  

 


