
Rick Daley Bio 
 
I consider myself an adventurist in life and being an artist is a strong part of my 
personality and always has been a useful tool. Allow me to try and share in words 
what I have put on my canvas. 
 
I really honed in on my artistic ability because of my 3 daughters. When they were 
young I used to draw for them. I would draw anything to make them smile and I 
could draw anything. Now I only paint; I don’t see as well as I used to and I prefer 
to not wear glasses. I do see color and depth well, and that is how all my paintings 
begin, before I am even aware of what the next creation will be. 
 
I love the Outer Banks. Being quarantined for a year was an opportunity and I took 
full advantage, painting all day every day, surrounded by my favorite beach-nature. 
I tried to poke a little fun at the tourist trade and the surfing community in an 
attempt to lighten up the apprehensive 2020 atmosphere. I love to paint animals 
and folks that interest me and to place those subjects in ironic or iconic settings. 
 
I would say my style is BIG and colorful. When I start, I attempt to produce a 
photograph-like image with a couple of colors. As I progress, color changes will 
resemble shading to me, I’ll choose a light source and adjust the dominant color. 
 
I will love the painting at that point and will put on my glasses to see that the 
‘photo-like image’ is anything but. I now get my bearings and work back into the 
dominant color. I work the painting until I love the colors again without the glasses 
and take them off to complete with bold strokes. I check with the glasses 
on/glasses off and send to finish. 
 
Finish; all paintings are on canvas that I cut from drop- cloths and painted with 
latex house paint, flat. Most are done on flat canvas, a few on a texture alike to 
Styrofoam, and separated for finish in one of three ways in my shop. All carpentry 
done with hand tools represent OBX artisan. 
 
Oak finish; real oak boxes if one of my faves, otherwise nicely done cheesy-ness, 
varnished correctly. Bright color usually dictates that a painting goes oak. 
 
Funk finish; free-stylin’ for the most outrageous. Mostly paintings that were 
somewhere in my process and because they were so cool, they were finished 
whimsically. The wood is reclaimed and varnished correctly. 



 
Mahogany; not mahogany, just alternating coats of red and black paint, sanded 
between coats. 
 
Dark-colored, or dark-themed for that matter, would go to the mahogany room, 
also. 
 
Personal, I have 3 daughters and just welcomed my first grandchild into the world 
this past September. I’m 60, I’ve been everywhere and I have a few things left do 
after painting. My passion for nature and all it’s beauty is endless. I’m going to 
continue to paint until I don’t like what I paint anymore and at that point I will 
begin writing. Creativity comes very natural to me, so I know inspiration for new 
art (which ever media i choose to use) will always be a driving force in my life. I 
am very grateful for the opportunity to showcase my art here at the Dare County 
Arts Council. I hope everyone enjoys my paintings and can appreciate the 
eccentricity of my nonsensical work. Thank you. 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


