
Artist’s Statement

Getting outside is my retreat from my day job. I create abstract wood mosaics and encaustic paintings
that represent parts of nature that make me look twice or stop and stare. My wood pieces are made
from pallets intended for the landfill, intermixed with scrap wood from family members, pieces of curb
alert furniture, and wood washed up on the beaches of the Outer Banks. My encaustic paintings are
made from beeswax, damar resin, and pigment. I may include embedded natural objects, or photo
transfers of elements in nature that speak to me.

I rarely start with a detailed plan and instead let the wood and the wax lead the way. My art brings back
to mind the textures and colors discovered on my walk in the woods, the vibrancy of our garden, the
tranquil estuaries and streams of the Albemarle Sound, and the creatures that inhabit these spaces. In
these spaces I find my inspiration and a sense of calm, and that calmness transfers to my studio. I find
working the wood and the wax to be extremely therapeutic.

I hope that my work inspires people to get outside and reconnect with Mother Nature. She’s always
open, and ready to provide you with the same inspiration and sense of calm.

Artist’s Biography

Sue Freeman was born in Roanoke, Virginia in 1961. Having grown up on a farm near the Blue Ridge
Mountains, Sue’s art represents her love for the outdoors and her desire to do her part to take care of
Mother Nature. She earned her BFA, and received her US Army commission, from James Madison
University in Harrisonburg, Virginia. For the past 35 years, and still today, Sue has worked in the
corporate world. A few years ago, inspired by her discovery of artist George Morrison, she reconnected
with her passion for art. In 2017, she was honored with Best in Show at the Mollie Fearing Memorial Art
Show held at the Dare County Arts Council Gallery in Manteo, North Carolina. In 2018, after a visit to
several art studios in Ashville, NC, and inspired by the work of Alicia Tormey, she began working in
encaustic. Sue continues to create nature-inspired artwork, including wood mosaics, encaustic
paintings, photography, and assemblages. You can view her wood mosaics and encaustic paintings at
the Dare County Art Council Gallery. Sue lives in Manteo with her husband and frame maker, Perry, two
previously feral kitties, Olivia and Lily, and a tenacious raccoon named Roxie.


